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Gaining in popularity? 
The Middleton Youth Resource Center recently moved to City Hall, making use of quarters left empty when 

the Middleton Police Department relocated to a new station on Donna Drive. The youth center also has a new 
manager, Angela Stenjem, who said attendance, which had been anemic at the facility's prior location, is already 
increasing. Seventeen local middle school students spent time at the center on Tuesday of last week and there 
have been that many or more every day since, she reported Monday. 

Pictured above from left to right on Sept. 21 are Orion Krystosek, Daydrian Spears, Maggie Fox, Meghan 
Bayer and Sierra Adams. 

Middleton spotlighted for 'Recovery' 

M&I Bank Badger Tailgate for 
Middleton Outreach Ministry (MOM) 

Join us for a football style tailgate party. 
• Enjoy brats, chips, baked goods and drink for $5. Kids 12 and under eat for $1. 

• Fun for all: Tailgate games • Music • Kid events 

• Enter to win* two tickets to the 10/16/10 Badgers vs. OSU football game. 

Friday, October 8, 2010 
11:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Proceeds to benefit MOM 
This event is part of M&I Community Day whereby M&l employees 
contribute time and resources to support an organization that 
services those less fortunate. 

Middleton 
7447 University Ave 
608-836-1511 

mibank.com  

Member FDIC ©2010 Marshall & Ilsley Corporation *No purchase necessary. Must be 18 years of age to enter. See official contest rules posted in the Middleton Branch. 	 10-131-144 
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Town still working on 
deal with landowners 
by KEVIN MURPHY 
Times-Tribune 

Plans to finance reconstruction of 
Old Sauk Road and work with a 
homeowner at an important intersec-
tion advanced slowly at last week's 
Middleton Town Board meeting. 

After meeting in closed session 
with John and Ruth Koberle, 7596 W. 
Old Sauk Rd., town administrator 
David Shaw said the board and the 
Koberles are working with their engi-
neers on a design for a new driveway 
for the homeowners. 

"We hope to have everything ready 
for the [Oct. 4 board] meeting," Shaw 
said. "It's not a done deal but it's get-
ting close." 

Widening Old Sauk to 28 feet 
between Pioneer and Swoboda roads 
includes an acceleration lane along the 
southern edge of the Koberle property. 
That prompted the town to recom-
mend relocating the Koberles drive-
way further west of its present loca-
tion and remove their septic tank from 
the road' s right of way. 

A new driveway would require 
slope and retaining wall work, accord-
ing to previous comments by board 
members. Removing the old septic 
tank and selecting a new location isn't 
an issue, said deputy town clerk Sara 
Ludtke. 

"The Koberles are amenable to the 
new septic tank, but they don't want 
test holes dug until a design is agreed 
on," she said. 

The board offered the Koberles the 
new septic tank and driveway in lieu 
of any cash payment, said town attor-
ney Tom Voss. Except for an 18-by-
10 area on the Koberles southeast cor-
ner that the town wants cleared to 
improve sightlines at the intersection 
of Twin Valley and Old Sauk roads, 
the town doesn't require any of the 
Koberles' property to widen the road, 
said Voss. 

The Koberles have agreed that 
improving the sightlines at the inter-
section should be done, said Ludtke. 

Shaw estimated the septic tank and 
driveway improvements could cost up 
to $30,000, however, none of the work 
has been let for bids. 

The town could save an estimated 
$205,000 in interest costs to finance 
reconstruction of Old Sauk Road. A 
conventional $1.986 million, 10-year 
loan for the project, would have a 
$2.479 million payback. A $2.04 mil-
lion Build America Bond would have 
a $2.274 million payback, according 
to figures supplied by a Robert W. 
Baird bond analyst. 

The Build America Bonds come 
with a 35 percent federal subsidy on 
interest costs. BAB is part of the 
American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, commonly 
known as the "stimulus package," and 
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gives financial incentives to encour-
age governments to initiate road, 
school and other public safety 
improvements, according to a U.S. 
Treasury news release. 

The town could borrow $2.045 mil-
lion at a 1.93 percent effective rate 
after the subsidy is applied. A com-
mercial bank would have a rate closer 
to six percent for a similar 10-year 
loan, according to a memo from Kevin 
Mahaney, town finance committee 
chairman 

At such a low interest rate, the 
finance committee recommended also 
using BAB bonds to finance signs and 
stop lights. 

The town could borrow more than 
the $2 million-plus estimated cost of 
the Old Sauk Road project through the 
BAB program as long as it's spent on 
roads, said Shaw. The town may earn 
some interest income by borrowing 
and putting the funds in short term 
investments before the bills for the 
project come due. 

Town chairman Milo Breunig 
urged to the board make a decision on 
the source of Old Sauk Road financing 
by Nov. 1 in order to meet federal 
deadlines. 

In Other Action: 
The board approved a resolution to 

fund the $30,000 remodeling of town 
hall for new offices and furniture. 
Town inspector Fred Hinkle has 
already begun some of the carpentry 
work in the town hall's front lobby. 

The board approved adding about 
15 hours a week for the town recep-
tionist who will be on duty when the 
town hall is open from 7-4 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday and until 
noon on Fridays. 

Middleton resident David "Mac" 
Macmaster was selected to represent 
Wisconsin at a national event spon-
sored by A&E TV called the 2010 
Recovery Project. 

Individuals from all 50 states 
walked Sept. 25 at Philadelphia's 
Penn's Landing to demonstrate that 
drug and alcohol addiction has 
become what the University of 
Wisconsin Center for Tobacco 
Research and Intervention (UWCTRI) 
called "an enormous public-health 

problem and that recovery from addic-
tion is possible." 

Macmaster represented Wisconsin. 
In order to be chosen as a state dele-
gate, individuals had to be in recovery 
for at least 10 years and an active 
member in the recovery community. 

According to UWCTRI, Macmaster 
has been in recovery from alcohol 
dependence for nearly 54 years -
longer than any other walker at the 
event - and quit smoking 47 years ago. 
His father was in recovery for 22 years 

and his son has been drug-free for 10 
years, so he represents a family with 
three generations of individuals who 
have suffered from substance-depend-
ence disorders and recovered. 

Macmaster is the co-founder of the 
Wisconsin Nicotine Treatment 
Integration Project (WiNTIP), which 
works with healthcare providers 
across the state to encourage patients 
to quit both drinking and smoking. For 

See RECOVERY, page 9 
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Non-native plants emerge at Orchid Heights 
by MATT GEIGER 
Times-Tribune 

Water lettuce and water hyacinth 
may not possess menacing names, but 
the two invasive species recently burst 
aggressively into Middleton' s wetland 
ecosystem in what biologists and con-
servationists admit is still something 
of a mystery. 

Hoping to limit potential destruc-
tion of native species by the newcom-
ers, citizens and city, county and state 
workers banded together two weeks 
ago in an attempt to remove the plants. 

According to Alice Thompson, of 
Thompson & Associates Wetland 
Services, water lettuce was first 
observed in Florida in 1765, but 
experts are unsure if it is native to 
North America or if it made its way 
here from South America. 

The plant, which typically thrives in 
warm weather, is "certainly not native 
to Wisconsin," Thompson pointed 
out. 

Water hyacinth is native to Brazil, 
and was first introduced to the United 
States in 1884, in New Orleans. It is 
"extremely invasive," according to 
Thompson, and can double its popula-
tion in as little as six days. It has, 
however, gained less of a foothold in 
Middleton than water lettuce. At least 
for now. 

Water lettuce had been observed in 
isolated spots in recent years, but ear-
lier this month thousands of the plants 
— whose seeds scientists had thought 
could not survive Wisconsin's harsh 
winters - emerged, seemingly out of 
nowhere, and blanketed the northern 
and southern ponds at Orchid Heights 

■ RECOVERY 
continued from page 3 

more 	on 	WiNTIP, 	visit 
WisconsinWintip.com. 

The Recovery Project works with 
several leading federal agencies and 
non-profit organizations, including the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration; The 
National Council on Alcoholism and 
Drug Dependence; Community Anti-
Drug Coalitions of America; and the 
Partnership for a Drug-Free America. 

The University of Wisconsin 
Center for Tobacco Research and 
Intervention, part of the UW School of 
Medicine and Public Health, has pro-
vided quit-smoking services since 
1992 and is a nationally recognized 
research center. 
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Park. Using a pipeline, they subse-
quently made their way into the neigh-
boring marsh. 

Two weeks ago, workers — operat-
ing from canoes and kayaks as well as 
the shoreline — corralled an estimated 
13 tons of what was primarily water 
lettuce. 

The plants were loaded into dump 
trucks using a conveyor belt on loan 
from Dane County. The aquatic plants 
were captured using floating swim-
ming pool lane dividers and even 
kayaks and paddles used to prod the 
plants to shore. 

"We were just kind of roping and 
pulling them in," Thompson said. 
"We did really well, I think — we got 
about 99.9 percent of it out of those 
ponds." 

It took three days of labor, but some 
plants or seeds may remain in hidden 
rat or muskrat holes, she added. 

Samples of the plants have been 
sent to the University of Wisconsin to 
be placed on file, and conservationists 
say they hope they will not reappear in 
Middleton in 2011. 

"If we see them again next year, we 
will have to start changing our con-
ceptions about them and asking our-
selves whether they really can over-
winter here," Thompson explained. 

While no one knows exactly what 
led to the recent invasion, Thompson 
said the plants are currently sold legal-
ly in Wisconsin for use in decorative  

fishponds. 
"I'm not sure that' s such a wise idea 

at this point," she commented. 
Sitting in a kayak two weeks ago, 

surrounded by volunteers and work-
ers, Thompson said she still harbored 
hopes that this year's proliferation 
was an anomaly. 

"Hopefully we are overreacting," 
she said. "That would be the best pos-
sible scenario." 

Penni Klein, Middleton' s public 
lands manager, said the plants could 
not have been successfully removed 
without help from various people and 
government agencies. 

"Thanks to Finance Committee 
[and the Conservancy Lands 
Committee] for seeing the threat and 
acting to provide funds immediately 
so we could remove it from these 
ponds and [Pheasant Branch 
Conservancy]," she said. 

The removal cost the city $2,500, 
she said, not including costs to the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources and the value of the free 
labor provided by volunteers. 

Klein also thanked Susan Graham 
for helping secure the conveyor belt, 
Geurdon Coombs of the Friends of 
Pheasant Branch for initially reporting 
the problem, and Dennis Hellenbrand, 
of the city's public lands department, 
for coordinating the removal of the 
plants. 

Times-Tribune photo by Matt Geiger 

Seven dump truck loads of aquatic plants were removed from ponds at 
Orchid Heights Park two weeks ago. 
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